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I enjoyed and participated in these ceremonies. It is many
days since the mere ceremony and forms have given me
interest, and to-day, when I see that by mere party force
a majority gathered to debase the State and surrender the
high attribute of sovereignty to central power, I not only
have no interest in, but a positive disinclination to witness,
the pageant.

The Governor (Jewell) is a pleasant business man, of
light calibre, with no fitness or proper aptitude for the
place. He has been pecuniarily successful, and wealth
alone, without other qualifications, has given him the
office. His intentions are probably well; but of the laws,
institutions, wants, and necessities of the State and people
he knows but little. His message was written chiefly by
others, and its most important declaration of principles
was from my teachings, and views, against corporations
and special privileges.

May 16, Sunday. A letter from McRitchie on the
Tallapoosa, received last Sunday evening, informed us that
our furniture and things were at New London. Edgar and
John went there and returned with them on the steamer
Sunshine on Monday. We placed them in our recently
purchased house on Tuesday. ...

May 30, Sunday. Two days of incessant employment
and care, with family unsettled, effects, books, papers, etc.,
in confusion, with no servants, or with discontented ones,
Mrs. W. disabled and confined to her room from injury by
a fall, have made me, unused as I am to these matters, ex-
ceedingly uncomfortable. Two hundred and twenty-four
boxes were received from Washington, four loads from
Glastonbury, besides a considerable amount of furniture
which had been left eight years ago with friends in Hart-
ford, have been brought to the house to arrange. To assist
in this, with other cares, has left me neither time nor in-
clination to write.